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James Madison University Prepares to Fight Cancer 

Students Organize Annual Relay for Life 

HARRISONBURG, VA (February 2, 2011)- James Madison University will host its 

annual Relay for Life on April 16 on Hillside Field at 7 p.m. It will be a 12-hour campus-

wide effort to raise money and awareness of cancer. 

 

“Our fraternity comes to Relay for Life every year because it is a cause that everyone can 

relate to.  Almost everyone has been affected by cancer, and everyone that has not can 

sympathize with those that have.  Relay is a great event that everyone on campus should 

support,” said the President of Pi Sigma Epsilon, Eric Trinh. 

 

Currently, 174 clubs, organizations, and groups of friends have made teams for this 

year’s Relay at James Madison University.  Each team strives to raise money prior to the 

event.  The goal is to raise $100 per person, but everyone is encouraged to raise as much 

as possible.  During Relay for Life, each team must have one member on the track at all 

times as a demonstration that cancer never sleeps and neither will the participants. 



Students Organize Annual Relay for Life 

 

 

Walking is not the only occurrence at Relay for Life.  Some of the highlights of last year 

included a DJ, performances by most of JMU’s a capella groups, and competitions like 

the cake race.  However, the most powerful part of the night was when cancer survivors 

and their families shared their memories with the crowd, and then everyone lit luminary 

bags in honor of those struggling with or was lost to cancer.  Similar performances are 

scheduled for this year as well.   

 

“We need everyone’s support in order to end cancer,” said JMU’s event co-chair Irene 

Beam, “and there is nothing as powerful as the youth committing themselves to helping 

eradicate cancer.”  Students, faculty, and community members are all highly encouraged 

to come out to this moving event.  Registration is still open and those interested for more 

information should go to http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR?fr_id=32732&pg=entry.  
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About Relay for Life 

Relay for Life is The American Cancer Society’s most well known event.  Relay for Life 

began in 1985 when Dr. Gordy Klatt, a surgeon in Washington ran around a track alone 

in order to raise money for the ACS.  Soon, it turned into a global tradition in order to 

raise money and awareness for cancer.  Relay for Life events occur in over 5,000 

communities in the United States, as well as additional events in 19 other countries. 


